
Family Fun in Mansfield 

January, February, March & April 2013 

Special Notes 

● Ballard Institute and Museum of Puppetry (486-4605) (bimp.uconn.edu) is located on the UConn Depot Campus.  It will 

re-open for the 2013 season on Sat., March 30 at 2pm with special events.  Be sure to check out BIMP's special Puppet 

Forums as well as puppetry workshops for children, schools, adults and school groups via website and phone.   

● Community School of the Arts (486-1073) (csa.uconn.edu) offers a wide variety of classes for children of all ages plus 

Home School and Custom Classes, Art Birthday Parties and Scout Classes.  Call for a copy of their 2012/2013 brochure. 

● CT State Museum of Natural History & CT Archaeology Center (486-4460) (mnh.uconn.edu) features a multi-media 

exhibit – Human's Nature: A Closer Look at the Relationship Between People and the Environment – on the 2
nd

 floor, and 

is open Mon.-Fri. 10am-4pm (closed Sat. & Sun.).  Call for a copy of their Winter 2013 program brochure, which includes 

many programs for children (listed individually in the calendar below). 

● Husky Heritage Sports Museum (486-2240) (uconnalumni.com), in the UConn Alumni Center, brings alive remarkable 

images & stories of UConn's winning teams, determined coaches & gifted student-athletes, and is open Mon.-Fri. 8am-5pm.     

● Mansfield Parks and Recreation Dept. (429-3015) (mansfieldct.org) has many classes, programs and activities for young 

children.  Check the brochure that is sent to every household for Winter 2013 offerings (including snow-day activities & after-

school programs) plus information about fee waivers for eligible Mansfield residents.  

● Mansfield Public Library (423-2501) (biblio.org/mansfield) offers 3 drop-in program series for children: Infant & Toddler 

Time (birth-age 3 w/caregiver),  Fridays, 10:30am-12n, Jan. 4 - March 22; Family Storytime (all ages with caregiver), 

Saturdays, 10:30-11:30am, January 5 – April 27 (but NOT April 6); Wonderful Wednesdays (all ages with caregiver), 

Wednesdays, 10:30-11:30am, January 23 - April 17 (but NOT April 3).  Check the website and at the library for special 

programs for young children and their families, many of which are listed below. 

● Mark Edward Freitas Ice Forum, UConn (486-2712) offers skating lessons for ages 4 and up from Jan. 20 to March 17.  

Call for the general skating schedule, which changes frequently. 

● Storrs Farmers Market (storrsfarmersmarket.org) is open 2 Saturdays each month (Jan. 12 & 26; Feb. 9 & 23; March 9 & 

23; April 13 & 27) in the Buchanan Auditorium of the Mansfield Library from 3-5pm.  Come for local winter food & products 

from old and new vendors!  BUY and EAT LOCAL!!! 

● UConn Co-op (486-5027) (bookstore.uconn.edu) has a great selection of children’s books. 

● UConn EEB (=Ecology and Evolutionary Biology) Greenhouses (486-4052) (eeb.uconn.edu), on the UConn campus, house 

a huge collection of amazing live plants from all over the world!  Open to the public:  Mon.-Fri., 8am-4pm.  

● UConn Libraries (lib.uconn.edu/about/exhibits) offer exhibits that might be of interest to adults and children. 

● William Benton Museum of Art (486-4520) (thebenton.org) is open Tues.- Fri., 12n-4:30pm, Sat. & Sun., 1-4:30pm.   Check 

the website for the full lineup of exhibits, which includes at least one of special interest to children:  Garth Evans [Sculptor]: 

Selections from the Studio (Feb. 2-April 28).   Also check out the family event on Feb. 16 & April School Vacation Draw On! 

programs.   

 

For more information about the events listed in this calendar, check the following sources: 

BIMP = Ballard Institute and Museum of Puppetry (UConn) (486-4605) (bimp.uconn.edu) 

CANR = College of Agriculture and Natural Resources (UConn) (486-2413) (cag.uconn.edu) 

CSA = Community School of the Arts  (486-1073) (csa.uconn.edu) 

CSMNH = CT State Museum of Natural History & CT Archaeology Center  (486-4460) (mnh.uconn.edu)  

CT4-H = CT 4-H Program, UConn (486-4127) (cag.uconn.edu/ces/4H/events.php)  

EOS = E.O. Smith High School (487-0877) (eosmith.org); Drama Club (429-2179) 

JCPA = Jorgensen Center for the Performing Arts (UConn) (486-4226) (jorgensen.ct-arts.com) 

J-KNECT = J-Kids of Northeast Connecticut (450-0435) 

MDP = Mansfield Downtown Partnership (429-2740) (mansfieldct.org/mdp) 

MMS = Mansfield Middle School (429-9341) (mansfieldct.org) 

MPL = Mansfield Public Library (biblio.org/mansfield) (423-2501) 

MPRD = Mansfield Parks and Recreation Department (429-3015) (mansfieldct.org) 

SCongC = Storrs Congregational Church (429-9382, ext.10) (storrscongchurch.org) 

SFM = Storrs Farmers Market(storrsfarmersmarket.org) 

UCC = UConn Co-op Bookstore (486-5027) (bookstore.uconn.edu)  

WBMA = William Benton Museum of Art, UConn (486-4520) (thebenton.org)  

Many of the following programs require advance registration and/or fees.  Some programs may change times 

and/or location.  Call ahead! 

 

Fee waivers are available to eligible Mansfield residents for most Mansfield Parks and Recreation Department 

programs (429-3015).  Scholarships and/or discounts may be available for other fee-based programs listed here.  

JANUARY 2013 

Jan. 12 (Sat.), 3-5pm – Storrs Winter Farmers Market @ Buchanan Auditorium/Mansfield Library.  Buy & Eat Local! (SFM) 

Jan. 12 (Sat.), 4-5:30pm  – CSA instrument and voice students will perform solo @ von der Mehden Recital Hall, UConn (CSA)  

Jan. 13 (Sun.), 1-3pm – CSA brass students in large and small ensembles @ von der Mehden Recital Hall, UConn (CSA) 

Jan. 16 (Wed.), 6:30-7:45pm – Grades K-12 String Fling (string concert) @ Mansfield Middle School Cafeteria (MMS) 

Jan. 17 (Thurs.), 6pm – CSA Studio Recital: students of Kevin Bishop, viola @ Vernon Recital Hall, Depot Campus (CSA) 



Jan. 19 (Sat.), 3pm – CSA Studio Recital: students of Nick Cutroneo, guitar @ von der Mehden Recital Hall, UConn (CSA)  

Jan. 19 (Sat.), 3:30-7:30pm – Parents’ Night Out: activities and pizza for grades K-5 at the Community Center (MPRD) 

Jan. 20 (Sun.), 3pm – CSA Studio Recital:  students of Ruth Schilling, violin @ von der Mehden Recital Hall, UConn (CSA) 

Jan. 26 (Sat.), 9am-3pm – Robotics Tournament @ Mansfield Middle School.  All ages.  (MMS) 

Jan. 26 (Sat.), 3-5pm – Storrs Winter Farmers Market @ Buchanan Auditorium/Mansfield Library.  Buy & Eat Local! (SFM) 

Jan. 26 (Sat.), 5pm – SurvivoRaas Competition; South Asian dance competition.  Lively event!  (JCPA) 

 

  

 

FEBRUARY 2013 

Feb. 1 (Fri.) & 2 (Sat.), all day – Western Team ntercollegiate Horse Show @ Horsebarn Hill Arena, UConn (CANR) (486-3377) 

Feb. 1 (Fri.) -- Feb. 10 (Sun.) – Winter Fun Week!  Wide variety of events for all ages & interests in the downtown area. (MDP) 

Feb. 1 (Fri.), 11am-2pm – 32nd Annual One Ton Sundae outside the UConn Student Union; BRRR and YUMMM! (486-3423) 

Feb. 8 (Fri.), 6:30pm  – Valentine's Dinner & Silent Auction.  Reservations suggested; orders to go; kids menu.   (SCongC) 

Feb. 8 (Fri.), 7-9pm – 11th Annual Father/Daughter Valentine's Dance @ Rome Ballroom, UConn  (all ages!) (MPRD) 

Feb. 8 (Fri.), 7:30pm – Lively musical How to Succeed in Business Without Really Trying by E.O. Smith Drama Club (EOS) 

Feb. 9 (Sat.), 1:30pm – Lively musical How to Succeed in Business Without Really Trying by E.O. Smith Drama Club (EOS)  

Feb. 9 (Sat.), 3-5pm – Storrs Winter Farmers Market @ Buchanan Auditorium/Mansfield Library.  Buy & Eat Local! (SFM) 

Feb. 9 (Sat.), 3:30-7:30pm – Parents’ Night Out: activities and pizza for grades K-5 at the Community Center (MPRD) 

Feb. 9 (Sat.), 5:30 & 7:30pm  – Valentine's Dinner. & Silent Auction.  Reservations suggested; orders to go; kids menu.  

(SCongC) 

Feb. 10 (Sun.), 1 & 3pm – Popovich Comedy Pet Theater.  Plus fun and games 1 hr. before the show!  All ages. (JCPA) 

Feb. 10 (Sun), 1:30pm – Lively musical How to Succeed in Business Without Really Trying by E.O. Smith Drama Club (EOS)  

Feb. 10 (Sun.), 3pm – Take Note! Choral Concert @ Storrs Cong. Church to benefit Mansfield Community Playground (228-

2390) 

Feb. 12 (Tues.), 4-5:30pm – Valentine crafts; sparkly fun for everyone!  All ages welcome.  (MPL) 

Feb. 15 (Fri.), 6-8:30pm – Star Party @ the UConn Planetarium; bring binoculars & dress warmly (MPRD) 

Feb. 16 (Sat.), 2-4pm – Tom Lee, storyteller, will entertain + YOU make a 3D creation to take home! (all ages) (WBMA) 

Feb. 18 (Mon.), 7:30am-5:30pm – Recreation Rescue @ MMS for grades K-8; games, crafts and more (MPRD) 

Feb. 19 (Tues.), 2pm – Minstrel/Storyteller Mary Jo Maichack presents “Asian Tales. “  Rec. for ages 4 & up.  (MPL)  

Feb. 19 (Tues.), 3:30pm – Purim mask-making + fun for preschoolers @ BIMP (pre-registration required) (J-KNECT) (BIMP) 

Feb. 23 (Sat.) – State 4-H Sheep & Camelid Project Clinic, UConn (call or check website to confirm location and time) (CT4-H) 

Feb. 23 (Sat.) – Horse Communications and Hippology Contests @ Horsebarn Hill Arena, UConn (CT4-H)   

Feb. 23 (Sat.), 1pm – The Myriad Defenses of Caterpillars; illusustrated talk @ CSMNH (FREE) (10 & up w/adult) (CSMNH) 

Feb. 23 (Sat.), 3-5pm – Storrs Winter Farmers Market @ Buchanan Auditorium/Mansfield Library.  Buy & Eat Local! (SFM) 

Feb. 24 (Sun.), 1pm – CSA Faculty Recital:  Nick Cutroneo, guitar @ von der Mehden Recital Hall, UConn (CSA)  

 

  MARCH 2013 
 

March 1(Sat.) & 2 (Sun.), all day  – CT Horse Symposium @ Horsebarn Hill Arena, UConn  (CANR) (486-3377) 

March 2 (Sat.), 10am-12n – Maple Sugaring: from the woods to pancakes! (ages 10 & up w/adult) (CSMNH) 

March 3 (Sun.), 1-4pm – World Fest! Ethnic music, food, games, activities; FUN for all!  Rome Ballroom, UConn (486-3855) 

March 3 (Sun.), 2pm – The Little Prince featuring inventive puppets, live actors & original music!  All ages. (JCPA) 

March 8 (Fri.), 6pm – Look Up! Viewing Winter's Night Sky.  Dress warmly & bring binoculars.  (ages 8 & up w/adult) 

(CSMNH) 

March 9 (Sat.), 3pm – Deep-Sea Tube Worms: Life by the Hydrothernal Vents.  (FREE)  (ages 8 & up w/adult) (CSMNH) 

March 9 (Sat.), 3-5pm – Storrs Winter Farmers Market @ Buchanan Auditorium/Mansfield Library.  Buy & Eat Local! (SFM)  

March 9 (Sat.), 3:30-7:30pm – Parents’ Night Out: activities and pizza for grades K-5 at the Community Center (MPRD) 

March 12 (Tues.), 7-8:30pm – Spring Country Dance: MMS fiddlers and a professional caller (all ages with adult) (MMS) 

March 14 (Thurs.), 4-5pm – Passover Symbols, Tastes and Fun with Merle Potchinsky.  All ages welcome.  (MPL) 

March 16 (Sat.), 7:30am-6pm – Bus trip to Boston for a day to explore on your own! (must register by Feb. 23) (MPRD)  

March 16 (Sat.) -- State 4-H Dairy & Beef Day @ UConn (call or check website to confirm location and time) (CT4-H) 

March 20 (Wed.), 7pm – E.O. Smith H.S. Bands and Orchestras concert in von der Mehden Recital Hall, UConn (EOS) 

March 23 (Sat.), 3pm – Connecticut Curiosities; how many organisms adapted to living in CT (FREE) (8&up w/adult) (CSMNH) 

March 23 (Sat.), 3-5pm – Storrs Winter Farmers Market @ Buchanan Auditorium/Mansfield Library.  Buy & Eat Local! (SFM) 

March 28 (Thurs.), 7:30am-5:30pm – Recreation Rescue @ MMS for grades K-8; games, crafts and more (MPRD) 

March 28 (Thurs.), 2-3:30pm – Bunny Fun; come for bunny stories, crafts and activities.  All ages welcome (MPL)  

March 30 (Sat.), 2pm – Gala opening of the Ballard Institute & Museum of Puppetry for the season; new exhibits! (BIMP)  

 APRIL 2013 

April 6 (Sat.), 7am-10:30pm – Bus trip to Lower Manhattan for a day to explore on your own! (register by March 30) (MPRD) 

April 6 (Sat.), 9am-4pm – Friends of the Mansfield Library Book Sale @ Buchanan Center; LOTS of children’s books! (MPL)   

April 6 (Sat.), 10am-3pm – So. New England 4-H Poultry Show & Showmanship Contest @ Ratcliffe Hicks, UConn (CT4-H) 

April 7 (Sun.), all day – Intercollegiate Dressage Show @ Horsebarn Hill Arena, UConn (CANR) (486-3377) 

April 7 (Sun.), 9am-3pm – Friends of the Mansfield Library Book Sale @ Buchanan Center; LOTS of children’s books! (MPL) 

April 13 (Sat.), 3-5pm – Storrs Winter Farmers Market @ Buchanan Auditorium/Mansfield Library.  Buy & Eat Local! (SFM) 

April 13 (Sat.), 10am -12n – Vernal Pools in Spring; in- & outdoor hands-on program in Pomfret, CT  (8&up w/adult) (CSMNH) 

April 14 (Sun.), 3pm – It Came from the Grocery Shelf! A Look at Genetically Modified Foods (FREE) (10&up w/ad.) (CSMNH) 

April 15 (Mon.), 7pm – E.O. Smith H.S. Jazz and Chamber concert in the E.O.S. Auditorium (EOS) 

April 20 (Sat.), 8am-c. 8pm –  Bus trip to the American Museum of Natural History, New York City!  All ages. (CSMNH) 

April 20  (Sat.), c.10am-c.3pm – E. CT Draft Horse Assoc. 2013 Plow Match behind Mansfield Supply, Rte. 195 (742-7117) 

April 21 (Sun.), 2pm – The Gruffalo.  Join Mouse in this big scary monster of a show!  All ages.  (JCPA) 

April 23 (Tues.), 7pm – Musician/Storyteller Roger Tincknell presents “Earth Rhythms.”  (Rec. for ages 5 and up) (MPL) 

April 24 (Wed.), 4pm – Science writer Brian Switek talks about his book,  My Beloved Brontosaurus (FREE) (CSMNH) (UCC)  

 

April School Vacation Camps, Workshops, Activities (April 22-26) 



Contact: Community School of the Arts (486-1073; csa.uconn.edu); Holiday Hill Day Camp (423-1375; holidayrecreation.com); 

Mansfield Parks & Recreation Dept. (429-3015; mansfieldct.org); Mansfield Public Library (429-2501; biblio.org/mansfield); The 

William Benton Museum of Art (486-4520; thebenton.org) 

  

April 27 (Sat.), 11am-4pm – Horse Auction + Tack & Equipment Tag Sale @ Horsebarn Hill Arena, UConn (CANR) (486-2034) 

April 27 (Sat.), 3-5pm – Storrs Winter Farmers Market @ Buchanan Auditorium/Mansfield Library.  Buy & Eat Local! (SFM) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Family Fun in Mansfield is compiled by Becky Lehmann for Mansfield Advocates for Children.  Please contact her (423-5807; 

slehmann@snet.net) if you wish to suggest items for future editions.  Publication of Family Fun in Mansfield is supported by a 

grant from the William Caspar Graustein Memorial Foundation. 


